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A Message from the President 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

The year 2008 was an important one for LADE and the field of De-

velopmental Education, as we have all worked hard to establish a 

greater presence across the state of Louisiana and to provide profes-
sional development opportunities for our membership.  As we look to 

2009, the challenges before us are heightened, yet exciting.  We are 

primed and ready to advance our goals of helping our students excel 

in their academic environments. 

 

The 2008-2009 LADE Executive Council has been named and has been working on 

your behalf through compressed video, email, and other communication media.  Their 

names and institutions are listed on this letterhead.  Additionally, LADE Directors 
from a cross-section of the state have been appointed to serve as liaisons between the 

Association and their institutions.  We are pleased to welcome in this capacity the 

following:  Wilma Arant, LTC Region 8; Jane Bordelon, LTC Region 4; Ann Deas, 
LDCC; Quinten Dronet, LSUE; and Past President of LADE, Elizabeth Lee, BRCC.  

Others will be added as we continue efforts to broaden our scope. 

 

As he has taken on responsibilities of LADE President-Elect, Dr. Olatunde Ogunyemi 
is publishing his last LADE News and Views newsletter with this issue.  Dr. Myrtly 

Joyner and Elizabeth Lee, both from BRCC, will assume this role as Co-Editors.  

Vickie Kelly, Hinds Community College, is serving in a dual capacity as a Member-at
-Large and Cultural Diversity Liaison.  And, of course, LADE is thrilled to welcome 

back Dr. Connie Broussard, ULL, who has agreed to serve as Political Liaison.  Prior 

to obtaining her Ph.D. in Developmental Education, Connie was Treasurer of LADE. 

 

This is a good time for LADE, because the volunteer effort is great, and the commit-
ment is true.  Please join us this year to promote excellence in our field through this 

wonderful Association.  I also encourage you to become actively involved in the na-

tional chapter, NADE.  As a united force, we will be instrumental in ñHelpingéunder

-prepared students prepare, prepared students advance, advanced students excel!ò 

 

Yours in Association, 

 

Dessie S. Williams 

President 
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A Message from the President-Elect 
Dear Colleagues: 

 I have been serving as the Newsletter Editor for our organization  since 2000 and I have enjoyed 

the challenge. Over the years, I have seen how we have grown from 4-page publications to an average of 

12 pages. I have seen how we have moved from publishing the newsletters and mailing them to the mem-

bers to now where we just send them to you via email and publish them on our web site. We have moved 

from Black and White to full color publications.  

  However, after serving in the capacity of Newsletter Editor all these years, I have been elected as 

the President-elect of our organization. The duties of the President-Elect preclude from carrying on also the 

duties of Newsletter Editor. As a result, this will be my last publication as the Newsletter Editor. Dr. Myr-

tly Joiner and former President Elizabeth Lee will be taking over as co-editors from the next issue. I im-

plore you to give them unreserved support as you gave me over the years. 

 One of the major functions of the President-Elect is to chair the Program Planning Committee for 

the annual conference.  At the December Executive Board meeting I recommended that the site and dates 

for the conferences be announced a year ahead for planning purposes. In previous years, the conference 

Planning Committee selected the site for the conference. However, because an old African proverb  states 

that ótwo heads are better than oneô, I solicit your input in this matter. The 3 sites that are being considered 

are Alexandria, Lafayette, and Monroe. I have listed the advantages and disadvantages of each site below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you please email your preference to me at ogunyemio@gram.edu before January 31, 2009? I will 

be sending email to all about this matter shortly. 
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Site Advantages Disadvantages 

Alexandria Central location ð everyone 

will travel less than 2 hours. 

Conference costs may be less 

ð in the past, the museum did 

not charge us for using the 

building and Aramark charged 

much less than hotel. 

We have used the site the past 

2 years. 

If the number of conference 

attendees is higher than 60, the 

museum cannot accommodate 

us 

Lafayette A new site 

Close to Baton Rouge 

Could attract faculty from com-

munity colleges from south 

Louisiana. 

Cost of travel for members 

from north Louisiana 

Higher conference cost 

Monroe A new site 

Could attract faculty from com-

munity colleges from north 

Louisiana. 

Cost of travel for members 

from south Louisiana 

Higher conference cost 
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Executive Council Meeting 

December 1, 2008 

Teleconference 

LTC -Lafayette, Host 
 

Meeting Minutes 

 

I.  Call to Order  

The meeting was called to order at 1:15 pm by President Dessie Williams.  Members of the Council in 
attendance were President Williams, Dr. Olatunde Ogunyemi, Connie Rost, and Dr. Paul Fowler.  As there 

was no quorum, voting on issues raised are going to be dealt with via email.   . 

 

Guests present were Darcee Bex, SLCC; Jane Bordelon, LTC-Lafayette; Naba Das, LTC-Lafayette; and 

Barbara Hansen, LTC-Lafayette. 

 

Those in attendance at the host site were treated to a light luncheon hosted by LADE and a short presenta-

tion about LADE and NADE by President Williams prior to the Executive Council meeting. 

 

II.  Introduction of Executive Council and Host 

President Williams announced the new officers:  President Dessie Williams- LSUA, President-Elect Dr. 

Olatunde Ogunyemi-GSU, Secretary Dr. Bobbie Yellott-McNeese, Treasurer Connie Rost-SLCC, along 

with Immediate Past President Dr. Carolyn Smith, and Board of Regents Liaison Dr. Larry Tremblay.   

 

The guests were then asked to introduce themselves.  President Williams also thanked LTC-Lafayette for 

hosting the meeting this afternoon. 

 

III. Old Business 

 

A.  Secretaryôs Report 

Due to personal reasons, Secretary Dr. Bobbie Yellott was unable to attend the meeting, so there 

was no reading of previous minutes or any report.  President Williams asked Treasurer Rost to 

take minutes of the meeting. 

 

B.  Treasurerôs Report 

Treasurer Rost gave the following reports: 

1. Annual Audit  ï conducted on November 10, 2008.  Audit committee consisted of Outgo-

ing Treasurer Renu Gupta (LSUA), Member-at-Large Vickie Kelly (Hinds Community Col-
lege - Raymond, MS), President-Elect Dr. Ogunyemi, Incoming Treasurer Connie Rost, and 

President Williams.  Audit received a ñVery Goodò rating. 

2. Monthly Financial Report  ï Balance at the time of the audit was $7,278.32.  All confer-
ence bills appear to be paid.  Expenses during the month of November were $122.45.  Ending 

balance was $7,155.87.  An invoice for the Website was received today (12/1/08) for $200 for 

the current year.  Since the invoice was late   
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in being sent, LADE was made an offer to pay two years (7/08 to 7/09 and 7/09 to 7/10) right 
now at a savings.  If the second year is paid now, the update fee ($75) will be waived for the 

second year so the cost will only be $125 for that year.  A motion was made by Treasurer Rost 

and seconded by President-Elect Ogunyemi to pay both years now.  Discussion and vote for 

this will take place via email. NOTE:  The vote for this took place during the week of Decem-
ber 15.  The results were For: 8; Against: 0; Abstained: 3.  Motion was passed and Treasurer 

Rost mailed Joseph Smith a check to cover Website expenses from July 2008 to July 2010.  
 

3. Membership Report ï based on information obtained from records received from the out-
going Treasurer Gupta, as of November 30, 2008 there appears to be 46 members.  Three (3) 

new members joined today at this meeting.  Recruitment will continue throughout the coming 

year.  Treasurer Rost will email a copy of names and email addresses to President-Elect Ogun-
yemi who will be emailing the next newsletter sometime this month before stepping down as 

Newsletter Editor.  Treasurer Rost will contact those members who did not have the opportu-

nity to give permission to distribute their contact information before the directory is distrib-

uted to others. 

4. Proposed Budget for 2008-2009 ï Since Treasurer Rost was unaware of the Website ex-

pense, it was not included in the proposed budget; this will be added.  President-Elect Ogun-

yemi requested that an estimate of receipts for the upcoming year be included in the proposed 
budget for a comparison; Treasurer Rost will work on this and add it to the proposal.  A re-

vised copy of the Proposed Budget will be emailed to all Executive Council members for dis-

cussion and vote. 

 

IV. New Business 

 

A.  LADE Executive Council Members-at-Large 

President Williams announced the Members-at-Large for the coming year:  Sherry Broussard-

ULL, Dr. Paul Fowler-LSUE, Dr. Sandra Gamble-GSU, Vickie Kelly-HCC and Dr. Sandra Wil-

liams-BRCC. 
 

B.  LADE Directors 

President Williams then announced the new LADE Directors for the coming year:  Ann Deas - 

LDCC, Elizabeth Lee ï BRCC, Wilma Arant - LTC Region 6 and Quinten Dronet -LSUE.  Jane 
Bordelon was offered and accepted the Director spot from LTC Region 4.  President Williams is 

in the process of appointing other Directors from around the state.  Jane will email contact info for 

individuals from other LTC regions for possible appointments.   

 

These individuals will serve as liaisons for their respective institutions.  They will be invited to 

attend Council meetings, but will have no voting privileges. 

 

C.  Newsletter Co-Editors 

 President Williams announced that Dr. Myrtly Joyner and Elizabeth Lee, both from BRCC, have agreed to 

serve as Co-Editors of the LADE News and Views, the association newsletter.  Dr. Ogunyemi will publish and dis-

tribute the next newsletter, due out this month.  Dr. Joyner and Ms. Lee will take over the newsletter in 2009.  Eve-
ryone is encouraged to submit any newsworthy information to either one of these editors for inclusion in the up-

coming newsletters.  
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D.  LADE Cultural Diversity Liaison 

Vickie Kelly from Hinds CC has been appointed to this spot. 

  

E.  LADE Political Liaison  

This position is open.  If anyone knows of someone to serve in this capacity, contact President 

Williams.  She would like it to possibly be someone close to the Baton Rouge area who has access 
to the capital.  This position will be important as the 2011 NADE conference is planned for Wash-

ington D.C.  Dr. Ogunyemi submitted the name of Dr. Connie Broussard from ULL as a possibil-

ity.   

 

F.  LADE Committees 

President Williams will be looking at the committees listed in the handbook and will be appoint-

ing individuals to help bring about advancement of the association and itsô works through the vari-

ous committees. 

 

G. Guiding Documents 

The LADE Officersô Handbook was distributed sometime back via email.  Treasurer Rost men-

tioned that the mileage reimbursement in the handbook indicated 20 cents per mile instead of the 

25 cents that had been temporarily put into place over the summer.  Rost made a motion to ap-
prove the 20 cents amount; Dr. Fowler seconded.  This issue will be included in an upcoming 

email for discussion and vote. 

 

President Williams will distribute a copy of the LADE Constitution and By-Laws for the Execu-

tive Councilôs review.   
 

 H.  NADE Conference 

 President Williams mentioned that the 2009 NADE conference will be held in Greensboro, NC 
from February 24-28.  She encouraged everyone interested to register as soon as possible and indi-

cated that registering online was very easy. 

 

V. President-Electôs Report 

 

A.  Conference 2009 

1. President-Elect Ogunyemi indicated that he will be sending out an email survey to all members 

soon asking for their preference of conference sites and themes for next yearôs conference.  The 

three choices of cities he is suggesting are Alexandria, Lafayette, or Monroe.  He hopes to an-

nounce the site and date in late January/early February 2009. 
 

2. President-Elect Ogunyemi made a motion to allow the position of President-Elect to set confer-

ence sites and dates for LADE conferences two years in advance to help individuals plan better for 
future conferences.  As the 2008 President-Elect, he would set the conference sites and dates for 

2009 and 2010.  He is suggesting that the site with the highest number of votes from his survey be 

chosen for 2009 and the site with the next highest votes be chosen for 2010.  After that, the Presi-

dent-Elect elected in 2009 would set the site and dates for the 2011 conference, and so on.  Treas-
urer Rost seconded this motion.  This issue will be included in an upcoming email for discussion 

and vote. 
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3. Evaluation forms from the 2008 Conference will be mailed out to all presenters in the near fu-
ture.  Treasurer Rost will send the addresses for the presenters to President-Elect Ogunyemi for 

this mailing. 

 

VI. Update from Board of Regents 

 

Dr. Larry Tremblay was unable to attend the meeting, therefore there was no report. 

 

VII.  Next Meeting 

 

President Williams announced that the next Executive Council meeting will be held via compressed video 
and hosted by Ann Deas, LADE Director from LDCC in Monroe and their staff.  This meeting is tenta-

tively scheduled for March 13, 2009 at 1:00 pm. 

 

Other tentative dates suggested for future meetings are April 24 and September 11, 2009.  The September 

meeting will be held at the 2009 conference site. 

 

VIII. For the Good  

 

Dr. Fowler asked about the issues of ñcompletersò  and performance indicators. He stated that he did not 

know how developmental education was being given consideration in the new budget formula and was 

wondering whether this was a Board of Regents issue or if there was anything LADE could do.  It was 

decided that President Williams would contact Dr. Tremblay and attempt to open dialogue with him about 

this issue.  A possible special meeting could be called to discuss this issue. 

 

IX.  Adjournment  

 

President Williams adjourned the meeting at 2:00 pm. 



 

Anne Ferguson Award for an Outstanding Alumnus  

of a Developmental Education Program 

 

 

 The Anne Ferguson Award for an Outstanding Alumnus of a Developmental Education 

Program is given to an individual who has completed at least two developmental college classes in two different 

academic subjects, completed a college degree, and contributed significantly to his or her community.  This yearôs 
recipient is Dr. Carolyn Hitchens-Smith. She is an Associate Professor at Baton Rouge Community College. She is 

the Degree Custodian for General Studies and Director of Phi theta Kappa Honorôs Program, and she serves on the 

Liberal Arts Advisory and Academic Council Committees. Before she assumed her current position, she was a 
Professor of Reading at Baton Rouge Community College. She earned her B.S. (1991) and Masterôs degrees 

(1994)  + 30 from Southern University, Baton Rouge. She also earned Educational specialist degree (2003) in 

Reading and Doctoral degree in Curriculum and Instruction (2007)  from Louisiana State University. 

 At the 2008 NADE conference, she received two awards ð Anne Ferguson Award for Professional De-
velopment and the NADE Outstanding Thesis/Dissertation award. At the NADE conference, she also co- pre-

sented the paper ñUsing novels in developmental reading: A revolutionary practice.ò She will be presenting her 

dissertation at the 2009 NADE conference. on April 20, 2008, the College of Education at Louisiana State Univer-

sity honored her for her distinguished dissertation. 

 Dr. Smith is currently a member of the International reading Association, National Association for Devel-

opmental Education (NADE), and the Louisiana Association for Developmental Education (LADE). In LADE, she 

served as the President-elect in 2007 and President in 2008. LADE congratulates Dr. Smith and wishes her well in 

future pursuits.  
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LADE Award for an Administrator or Public Servant for  

Outstanding Service and Support of Developmental Education  

 

 The LADE Award for an Administrator or Public Servant for Outstanding Service and 

Support of Developmental Education recognizes the special supporting role of others to the 

success of Developmental Education.  Criteria for evaluation are as follows: Clear evidence of 

private and public support of Developmental Education 

 Dr. Thomas Armstrong is the recipient of this award.  He currently serves as Provost and Vice Chancellor 

for Academic and Student Affairs at Louisiana State University at Alexandria (LSUA).  His career has focused on 
institutions that have developed through careful attention to quality curriculum, attention to student services that 

increase student success, and attention to the needs of the communities served by those regional institutions.  That 

career includes work in Georgia, South Carolina, Texas, and Tennessee before coming to Louisiana.  Dr. Arm-

strong grew up in Iowa and Colorado and earned his BA and MA from the University of Colorado-Boulder and his 
Ph.D. in history from the University of Virginia.  With more than 33 years of experience in higher education, Dr. 

Armstrongôs career has included substantial classroom experience as a faculty member at Georgia College, now 

Georgia College and State University, in Milledgeville, Georgia. That experience has also included service as As-
sistant Dean and then Dean of Arts and Sciences at Georgia College and State University. Dr. Armstrong was 

named provost at Francis Marion University in 1993 and then became Provost and Senior Vice President and Pro-

fessor of History at Texas Wesleyan University in 1995; he served as President of Tennessee Wesleyan College in 

2003 and 2004.  
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J.J Ewell Outstanding Developmental Educator Award  

The J.J. Ewell Outstanding Developmental Educator of the Year Award recognizes an individual 

who has made significant contributions to the growth and success of developmental students and 
who best exemplifies the ideals by which the Louisiana Association for Developmental Education 

was founded.  Each Louisiana higher education institution may nominate one member of LADE, 

and from this group one person is selected. 

 

Dr. Myrtly Ricard Joyner is the recipient of the J. J. Ewell Outstanding Developmental Educator of the Year Award.  

She taught at the junior high, high school and college levels in a career that spans 44 years.  She received her B.A. 

degree in English Education from Southern University-Baton Rouge, M.A. in Counselor Education from Xavier 
University of Louisiana, and Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction from Kansas State University.  Dr. Joyner retired 

from Southern University in 1998 and has taught reading at Baton Rouge Community College for seven years.  She 

currently serves on several committees and is chairman of the Developmental Education Attendance and Retention 

Committee.  In March 2008, Dr. Joyner was among the first four faculty members at Baton Rouge Community Col-

lege to be awarded the rank of full professor. 

 

  

 

President's Distinguished Service Citation 

 

The executive privilege of the LADE President is to select the recipient of the President's 
Distinguished Service Citation.  This prestigious award recognizes the work of a LADE 

member who serves well the Association and meets a standard exclusively determined by 

its President.  Vickie Kelly is recipient of the Presidentôs Distinguished Service Citation.  
A former President of LADE, Kelly now lives and works in Mississippi.   She remains 

active in LADE, however, serving as a Member-At-Large on the LADE Executive Coun-

cil.   She has worked with developmental students for the past twenty years and is cur-

rently the Director of Developmental Education and the Learning Assistance Center on the 
Raymond Campus of Hinds Community College as well as District Curriculum Coordina-

tor of Developmental Education.   She is active in NADE, having served as NADE Vice 

President and chair of several committees.  Kelly serves on the NADE Emeritus Cabinet 
and chairs the Associationôs Archives Committee. 

 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nade.net/documents/Newsletter/Fall%25202003%2520Newsletter/VickieKelly.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.nade.net/documents/Newsletter/Fall%25202003%2520Newsletter/NADE%2520NEWSLETTER%2520FALL%25202003.htm&h=344&w=268&
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President's Distinguished Service Citation 

 In keeping with the Presidentôs executive privilege, Dr. Sandra A. Williams 

is recipient of the Presidentôs Distinguished Service Citation.  This prestigious 
honor is awarded to a member of LADE who has supported the President during his/

her term in office. 

 Dr. Williams is currently the Associate Dean of the Division of Liberal Arts 

at Baton Rouge Community College and is directly responsible for oversight of De-
velopmental English and Reading. She earned a Ph.D. in 1978 from Kansas State 

University.  She began her career in higher education at Southern University Baton 

Rouge in 1974, where she taught Developmental Studies, English, and Graduate 
Education and later served as Assistant Dean of the College of Agricultural, Family 

and Consumer Sciences.  Dr. Williams joined Baton Rouge Community College in 

1997 and has served as Chair of Arts, Sciences and Humanities, Associate Dean of 
Academic Affairs, Dean of Academic Affairs and Interim Associate Vice Chancel-

lor for Academic Affairs. She served as LADE Secretary from 2006-2007.  

  

Joyce Brasfield Adams, Vice President 

National Association for Developmental Education (NADE) 

 

Joyce Brasfield Adams was the 26th Annual LADE Conference 

Awards Luncheon keynote speaker.  In addition, she performed the 

installation of new officers. She is a native Alabamian, Mississippi 

transplant, and a life-long educator.  She obtained bachelors and mas-
ters degrees from the University of Alabama. She obtained an Educa-

tion Specialist degree from Mississippi State University.  Adams be-

gan her teaching career 33 years ago in a Selma, Alabama Special 
Education classroom.  There she acknowledged her calling to work 

with the disadvantaged and under-prepared students.  Following her 

teaching career in the public schools of Alabama, she moved to Jack-

son, Mississippi to work with Hinds Community College at the Hinds 
Nursing Allied Health Center.  She manages the Learning Center, 

teaches Study Skills classes, and takes pride in her studentsô success.  

Adams is the Immediate Past President of the Mississippi Association 
for Developmental Education (MADE) and currently serves as Vice 

President of NADE.  She is a wife and mother who loves the crimson 

tide. 
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LADE Conference Pictorial Highlights 

Renu Gupta listening to 

one of the many presen-

tations. 

Installation of new officers by NADE Vice 

President  Joyce Brasfield Adams 

Dr. Larry Tremblay Board of Regents repre-

sentative on the Executive Board presenting 

the impact of dual enrollment in developing 

education for high school students . 

Former President Elizabeth Lee, Secre-

tary Roberta Yellott, and former Secre-

tary Sandra Williams enjoying confer-

ence proceedings 

Former President Sandra Gamble, 

incoming President Dessie Wil-

liams and others enjoying confer-

ence proceedings 

Outgoing President Carolyn 

Smith receiving award from in-

coming President Dessie Wil-

liams 

Panel discussion ð Elizabeth Lee 

(moderator) Panelists ð Larry Tremblay, 

Thomas Armstrong, Tom Kelly, and Ola-

tunde Ogunyemi 

Ben Lowery, Stacey Spencer, and Nicole 

Boatswain discussing issues raised at the 

conference. 

Some of the exhibitors at the conference. 


