
 In essence, 

this year holds great 

promise for immers-

ing   conference   

participants in dis-

cussions of current 

trends and research 

that will serve as a 

catalyst for develop-

ing best practices in 

the classroom set-

ting.  It is our hope 

that you will not 

only enjoy the pro-

fessional side of the 

conference, but that 

you will also enjoy 

the beautiful sights 

of Alexandria.  In the 

vernacular of south-

east Louisiana, 

ñLaissez les bon 

temps roulez!ò 

 

Collegially yours, 

 

Carolyn E. Hitchens-

Smith, Ph.D. 

President, LADE  

 

 

A Message from the President 

Dear LADE         

colleagues, 

 I am fortunate 

to have this opportu-

nity to salute you on 

the occasion of 

LADEôs 26th Annual 

Conference.  We are 

pleased to welcome 

you back to the 

beautiful  city  of 

Alexandria,   Louisi-

ana.  Once again, we 

have  gathered  to          

exchange ideas and 

learn from one     

another in an effort 

to facilitate our    

studentsô learning.  

Your attendance at 

this conference is a 

strong indicator that 

you are committed 

to lifelong learning 

through your own 

professional         

development.  Our 

students will be the 

recipient  of  this 

endeavor. 

 The Program 

Committee, through 

its commitment and 

hard  work,  has 

provided a diverse 

array of sessions for 

your professional 

enrichment. An edi-

fying   keynote    

address will help us 

to focus on our con-

ference theme,  

ñé Helping under-

prepared students 

prepare; prepared 

students advance; 

advanced students 

excel!ò  The newly 

added highlight, a 

pre-conference insti-

tute, will be engag-

ing and thought-

provoking for those 

who  accept the 

challenge  and     

participate. 
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Vendor Contact Request 

 

Hello, Fellow LADE Members, 

  

If you have favorite book or product representatives who call or visit your college, would you 

please pass along their contact information to me so that we may contact them on behalf of LADE 

to invite them to exhibit their materials at the upcoming LADE Conference? 

  

Most company representatives book their participation early, so we will need to work quickly. 

  

Thank you. 

  

Vickie Kelly  

Message from President-Elect 

sharing beautiful music and en-
joying the dance of the Pinjobi 

Dolls of India and the Czech 

Dancers of Czechoslovakia.  
Whether sampling Japanese 

sushi or American tea, or even 

international coffees, this experi-

ence will be one to cater to the 
intellectual and cultural heart of 

our beings. 

 

Prepare to attend the LADE 
Conference this fall.  Submit a 

proposal to present a concurrent 

session.  Invite a colleague.  
Letôs stay involved in ñé

Helping underprepared students 

prepare; prepared students ad-

vance; advanced students excel!ò 

 

Yours in Association, 

Dessie 
Dessie S. Williams 

President-Elect of LADE  

Dear Fellow Members of LADE: 

 

Itôs back to Alexandria for our 

26th Annual LADE Conference, 

and what an exciting meeting 
weôre planning!  The Alexandria 

Museum of Art ï LSUA Down-

town will again be the backdrop 
for what promises to be one of 

our most engaging conferences 

ever.  The Museum is known as 

the ñJewel on the Red,ò (Red 
River, that is), and is set for the 

ñjewelsò we expect to find 

throughout our annual meeting.  
Mark your calendars for 

Wednesday through Friday, Oc-

tober  15-17, 2008.  This yearôs 
theme is the NADE motto and 

expresses what we as Develop-

mental Educators are about, ñé

Helping underprepared students 
prepare; prepared students ad-

vance; advanced students excel!ò  

Addressing this theme is Dr. Rita 
Smilkstein, internationally 

known for her extensive research 

and publications on the study of the 
brain and its application to student 

success in higher education. 

 

A new feature this year will be a 
pre-conference institute  conducted 

and sponsored by National Student 

Services, Inc. (NSSI) on Wednes-
day, October 15th.  More details 

will follow.  LADE members are 

preparing to present innovative and 

motivational sessions that educate, 
inform, and challenge us in our re-

solve to accomplish the commit-

ment of our theme.  NADEôs own 
Vice President, Joyce Adams, along 

with other past NADE officers and 

members, will join us.  And, of 
course, plan to donate an item or 

two for the ever-popular Silent 

Auction, and expect to purchase (at 

unbelievable prices) some truly 

great treasures. 

 

While in Alexandria, we will give  

you a flavor of the local areað
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LSUE Savyonne M. Ewell Incentive Award 

 

 LADE's own, Savoynne Ewell, is the namesake of one of LSUE's prestigious awards, the 

"Savoynne M. Ewell  Incentive  Award."  Ewell recently retired from LSU at Eunice, thus joining her 

husband and charter President of LADE, J. J. Ewell.  She served as Coordinator of Student Development 

Services and was actively involved in LADE throughout her tenure in higher education.  Ewell worked 

very closely with other personnel to raise funds for incentive awards for deserving students whose grades 

might not have been high enough for scholarships.  Upon retiring, and knowing how difficult it was 

for LSU at Eunice to sometimes get additional monies, she decided to provide an annual incentive 

award for a student who had shown remarkable improvement and perseverance under adverse circum-

stances.  In recognition of her work with the "Single Parents Program," and because of the encourage-

ment she provided to many students who faced odds that were stacked against them, the award was later 

named in her honor.  Her supervisor agreed and chose to add money to the fund.  According to Ewell, 

ñAlthough others might see this as a major gift to the students that we serve,  itôs no more than we all do 

when dealing with students.ò  Congratulations to Ewell on this outstanding gift and her commitment to 

students in higher education.  

 Ms.  Shywilda A. Mitchell of Ville Platte received the 2008 Savoynne Ewell Incentive Award 

during the LSU at Eunice Honors Convocation.  

 

Congratulating Ms. Mitchell after the presentation are Dr. John Couvillion, Vice Chancellor for student 

affairs; Dr. Steven Guempel, Vice Chancellor of academic affairs; and Dr. William Nunez, Chancellor.  
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